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TENNESSEE NRCS ANNOUNCES FUNDING FOR
INNOVATION GRANTS

NASHVILLE, TN — The USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is
making $300,000 available in new grants to Tennessee farmers, landowners, State, tribal,
and local government entities, and non-governmental organizations. The funds will be
awarded through Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG), a component of the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). The purpose of the grants is to
stimulate the development and adoption of innovative conservation approaches and
technologies.

Tennessee’s State Conservationist James Ford says the CIG funds will be available to
Tennessee landowners and organizations to allow them to increase their technical
capabilities for addressing important natural resource conservation needs. “These grants
offer an opportunity to promote public-private partnerships to provide innovative
technologies and approaches to environmental enhancement and protection on working
agriculture lands,” Ford said.

Project proposals should demonstrate the use of innovative technologies or approaches to
address a natural resource concern. Project results are expected to improve and create the
transfer of conservation technologies, management systems, and innovative approaches
(such as market-based systems) into NRCS technical manuals or guides and to the private
sector. CIG funds will pay for projects targeting innovative on-the-ground conservation,
including pilot projects and field demonstrations.

Applications are due in the Tennessee NRCS State Office by April 28, 2006. Project

proposals will be evaluated with the assistance of the State Technical Committee based on
the criteria identified in the request for proposal.
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Selected applicants may receive grants up to 50 percent of the total project cost, not to
exceed $75,000. Applicants must provide nonfederal matching funds for at least 50 percent
of the project cost, of which 50 percent may be from in-kind contributions. Projects may
be single or multi year, not to exceed three years.

Additional information, the Request for Proposals and related forms are located on the Web
at http://www.tn.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/C1G.html and at http://www.grants.gov or you
can contact your local District Conservationist through the NRCS-Tennessee state office at
615.277.2531.

HHH

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on
the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because
all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202)
720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or
(202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer."

Page 2 of 2



http://www.tn.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/CIG.html
http://www.grants.gov/

